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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 2nd January ]957 

S.R.O. 76.—In exercise of tlio powers conferred by Section 20 and- Section 
56 of the Territorial Councils Act. 1956 (103 of 1956), the Central Government 
hereby makes the following r?iles, namely; — 

PART I—PRELIMINARY 

1. Shoirt title and commencement. — (1) These rules may be called the Terri¬ 
torial Councils (Election of Members) Rules, 1957. 

(2) They shall come into force at once. 

2. Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

(a) ‘act’ means the Territorial Councils Act, 1956; 

(b) ‘chief electoral officer’ means the officer appointed under section 13A 

of the Representation of the People Act, 1950; 

(c) ‘corrupt practice’ means any of the practices specified by these rules 

as a corrupt practice; 

(d) ‘election’ means an election to fill a seat or seats in any Territorial 

Council; 

(e) ‘elector’ in relation to a comstitucncy means a person whose name is 

entered in the electoral roll for that con.stitucncy and who is not 

subject to any disqualification for voting; and 

(f) form means a form in the Schedule to these rules. 

(2) For the purposes of the.se rules, a person who is unable to write his 
name shall, unless otherwise expressly provided in these rules, be deemed to 
have signed an instrument or other paper if he has placed a mark on such 
instrument or other paper in the presence of the returning officer or presiding 
officer or such other officer as may be specified in this behalf by the chir r .1 

officer and such officer on being satisfied as to his identity has attested the mark 
as being the mark of that person, 

PART II—SUPERINTENDENCE OF ELECTIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

MACHINERY 

3, Superintendence .and control of elections,— Subject to the superintendence, 
direction and control of the Election Commission, the chief electoral officer shall 
supervise— 

(a) the preparation of elect.oral rolls for the constituencies; and 

(b) the conduct of elections to the Territorial Council. 
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4. Preparation of electoral tolls.—The electoral registration officer of each 
parliamentary constituency shall split up one copy of the electoral roll thereof, 
into several parts for' the purpose of constituting them into the electoral rolls 
lor the Territorial Coimcil constituencies comprised within that parliamentary 
constituency. 

5. Returning: officers.—For every constituency the Administrator shall designate 
or nominate a returning officer who shall be an officer ol Government: 

Provided that nothing in this rule shall prevent the Administrator from 
designating or nominating the same person to be the returning officer for more 
than one constituency. . 

6. Assistant returning officers.—(1) The Administrator may appoint one or 
more persons to assist any returning officer in the performance of his functions. 

(2) Every assistant returning officer shall, subject to the control of the returnJ 
iim officer, be competent to perform all or any of the functions of the returning 
officer: 

Provided that no assistant returning officer shall perform any of the function:.. - 
of the returning officer which relate to the scrutiny of nominations unless the 
returning officei- is unavoidably prevented Irom performing the said functions, 

7. Duties of the returning officers.—It shall 'be general duty of the returning 
ofTicer at any election to do nil such acts and thipgs as may he necessary for 
effectually conducting the election in the manner provided by these rules or 
orders made thereunder. 

R, Polling stations for constituencies.—The returning officer shall, with the 
previous approval of the Admmistrator, provide a sufficient number of polling 
stations "for each constituency and shall publi.sh in such manner as the chief 
electoral officer may direct, a list showing the polling stations so provided and 
the polling ureas for which they have respectively been provided; 

Provided that where elections to the Mou.se of the People and elections to the 
Territorial Council are held simultaneously, the polling stations provided tor a 
parliamentary constituency shall be the polling stations for the Territorial Council 
constituencies comprised within that Parliarnentary constituency.. 

9. Presiding officers for polling stations. —(11 The returning officer shall appoint 

a presiding officer for each polling station and such polling officer or officers as 
he thinks necessary, but he shall not appoint any pcr.son who has been employed 
by, or on behalf of, pr has been otherw'.se working for, a candidate ip pr abput 
the election: - 

Provided that where the elections to the House of the People and elections to 
the Territorial Council arc. held simultaneously, the presiding officer of the polling 
.station for a parlicmciiitary constituency shall be the presiding officer of the 
polling station for a Territorial Cotmcil constituency comprised within that 
Parli.amentary constituency: 

Provided further that if a polling officer is absent from the polling station 
the presiding officer may appoint any person who is present at the polling station 
other than a person who nas been employed by or on behalf of, or has been 
otherwise working for, a candidate in or about the election, to be the polling 
officer during the absence-of the former officer, and inform the returning officer 
accordingly. ' ^ 

(2) If the' presiding officer is, owing to illness or other unavoidable cause, 
obliged to absent himself from the polling station, his functions shall be perform¬ 
ed by such polling officer as has been previously authorised by the returning 
officer to perform such function.? during any such absence. 

10. General duty of the presiding officer. —It shall be the general duty of the 
presiding officer at a polling station to keep order thereat and to see that the 
poll is fairly taken. 

H. Duties of a polling officer.—It shall be the duty of the polling officers at a 
polling station to assist the oresiding officer lor such station in the performance 
of his functions. 


PART HI—CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS 
Chapter I— General Provisions 

12. Appointment of date.s for nomination of candidates etc.—As soon as the 
notification for ihc election is issued by the Administrator under section ,10 of the 
Act, he shall, by notification published in .such manner as he thinks fit, appoint— 

(a) the Iasi dale for making nominations, which .shall be the tenth day after, 
the date of publication of the first mentioned notification or, if that 
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day is a public holiday, the next succeedlnR day which is not a public 
holiday; 

(b) the date lor the scrutiny of nominations, which shall be the third day 
after the last date for making nominations or, If that day is a public 
holiday, the nex't succeeding day which is not a public holiday; 

to the last date for the withdrawal of candidatures which shall be the third 
day after the date for the scrutiny of nominations or, if that day is a 
public holiday, the next succeeding day which is not a public holiday; 

(d) the date or dates on which a poll shall, if necessary, be taken, which 
or the first of which shall, be a date not earlier than the twentieth 
day after the last date for the withdrawal of candidatures; and 

te) the date before whii'h the election shall be completed, 

13. Public notice of Election.—On the issue of a notification under rule 12, the 
returning offleer shall give public notice of the intended election in such fomi and 
manner a.s may be specified by the chief electoral officer inviting nominations of 
candidate,? for such election and specifying the place at which the nomination 
papers are to be delivered. 

14. Presentation of nomination paper and requirements for a valid nomination. 

— (11 On or before tbs d;he appointed under clauSe (a) of rule 12 each candidate 
shall, either in peicson or by has proposer, between the hours of 11 o’clock in the 
forenoon and .3 o’clock in the aftei'noon deliver to the returning officer at the place 
specified m this behalf In tho notice Issued under rule 13 a nomination paper 
completed in Form 1 and signed by the candidate and by an elector of the I'oiis- 
tituency as proposer. 

(2) In a constituency in Himachal Pradesh where any seat is reserved for tho 
scheduled castes a candidate .shall not be dgemod to be qualified to be chosen to 
fill that seat unless his nomination paper contains a declaration by him specifying 
the particular cast,; of which he is a member. 

(3) Where the candidate is a person who, having held any office referred to in 
clause (f) of section 7 of the Representation of the People Act 1951, has been 
dismissed and a period of five years has not elapsed since the di.smissal, such person 
shall not be deemed to be duly nominated as a candidate unless his nomination 
paper is accompanied by a certincatc issued by the Election Commissipn to the effect 
that he has not been dismissed for corruption or di-sloyalty to the State. 

(4) A nomination paper which bs not received before 3 o’clock in the afternoon 
on the last day appointed under clause (a) of rule 12 .shall be rejected. 

(5) On the presentation of a nomination paper the returning officer shall— 

(a) permit any clerical error in the nomlnalion paper in regard to the name 

and other particulars of the candidate to be corrected in order to’ bring 
them In conformity with the corresponding entries in the electoral 
rolls; and 

(b) where necessary, direct that any clerical or printing error ip the said 

entries shall be overlooked. 

(6) Where a Candidate is an elector of a different constituency, a copy of the 
electoral roll of that constituency or of the relevant part thereof, or a certified 
copy of the relevant entries In such roll shall, unle.ss it ha.s been filed along wdth 
the nomination paper, be produced before the returning officer at tho time of 
scrutiny. 

(7) Nothing in this rule shall prevent any candidate from being nominated by 
more than one nomination paper for election in the same conslitucncy. 

15. Symbols,—A candidate ma.y, at any time before the scrutiny of nominations, 
inform the returning officer in writing that he has chosen out the list of symbols 
published by the Election Commission for election to the House of the People, one 
particular symbol for his first preference and two other symbols for his second and 
third preferences respectively. 
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16. Deposit; Return or forclture of Deposits. — (1) A candidate shall not be 
deemed to be duly nominated unles.s he deposits or causes to be deposited a sum; 
of fifty rupees; 

Provided that where a candidate has been nominated by more than one nomina¬ 
tion paper for election in the same constituency not more than one deposit shall 
be required of him under this rule. 

(2) Any sum required to be deposited under sub-rule (!) shall not be deemed, 
to have been deposited under that sub-rule unless at the time of delivery of the 
nomination paper under sub-rule (1) of rule 14 the candidate has cither deposited 
or caused to be deposited that sum with the returniiiK officer in cash or enclosed 
with the nomination paper a receipt showing that the said sum has been deposited 
by him or on his behalf in a Government Treasury. 

(3) If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf the deposit has been made 
withdraw.^ i.s candidature within the time specified in rule 12 or if the nomination 
of any such candidate is re.iected, the deposit shall be returned to the person by 
whom it was made or it such person is dead, to his loi^al representative. 

(4) If a candidate is not elected, and the number of votes polled by him does 

not exceed one-sixth of the total number of votes polled, the deposit shall be for-^ 
felted to the Central Government. , 

Explanation. —In this sub-rule, the number of votes polled shall be deemed to 
be the number of ballot papers counted other than re.iected ballot papers. 

(5) The deposit shall, where it is not forfeited under sub-rule (4), be returned 
to the person by whom it was made or if he is dead, to his legal representative, 
after the publication of the result of the election in the Official Gazette. 

17. Notice of nominations and the time and place for their scrutiny. —The 
returning officer shall on receiving the nomination paper under sub-rule (1) of 
rule 14, iniorm the person or persons delivering the same of the date, time and 
place fixed for the scrutiny of nominations and shall enter on the nomination paper 
its serial number and shall sign thereon a certificate stating the date on which, 
and the hour at which, the nomination paper has been delivered to him and shall, 
as soon as may be, cause to be affixed in some conspicuous pi dee Iri his office a 
notice of the nomination containing descriptions .similar to those contained in the- 
nomination paper both of the candidate and his proposer, 

18. Scrutiny of nominations. —(1) On the date fixed for the scrutiny of nomina¬ 
tions under rule 12 the candidates and two other persons duly authorised in writing 
by each candidate, but no other person, may attend at such time and place as the 
returning officer may appoint, and the returning officer shall give them all reason¬ 
able facilHies for examining the nomination papers gf all the candidate which have 
been delivered within the time and In the manner laid down in rule 14, 

(2) The returning officer shall then examine the nomination papers and decide 
all objections which may be made to any nomination and may, either on such object, 
ion or on his own motion, after such summary inquiry, if any, as he thinks neces¬ 
sary, reject any nomination on any of the following grounds, namely;— 

fa) that the candidate either is not qualified or is disqualified for being 
chosen to fill the; seat; 

(b) that there has been any failure, to comply with any of the provisions of 

rule 14 or rule 16; or 

(c) that the signautre of the candidate or the proposer on the nomination. 

paper is not genuine. 

(3) Nothing contained in clause (b) or (c) of sub-rule (2) shall be deemed to 
authorise the rejection of the nomination of any candidate on the ground of any 
irregularity in respect of a nomination paper, if the candidate has been duly nomi¬ 
nated by means of another nomination paper in respect of which no irregularity 
has been committeed. 

(4) The returning officer shall not reject any .nomination paper pn the 
ground of any defect which is not of a substantial character. 

(5) The returning officer shall hold the scrutiny on the date afmointed in 
this behalf under clause (b) of rule 12 and shall not allow any adjournment 
of the proceedings except when such proceedings are interrupted or obs¬ 
tructed by riot, open violence or by causes beyond bis control: 
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Provided that in case an objection is made the candidate concerned may be 
allowed time to rebut it not later than the next day but one lollowing the date 
fixed tor scruliny; and the returning officer shall record his decision on the 
date to which the proceedings have been adjourned. 

(6) The returning officer shall endorse on each nomination paper his deci-' 
sion accepting or rejecting the same and, if the nomination paper is rejected, 
£hali record in writing a brier stalejnerit of his reasons for such rejection. 

(7) For the purposo.s of this rult.', a certified copy of an entry in the electoral 
roll for tlic time being in force of a constituency shall be conclusive evidence 
of the fact that the person reJerred to in that entry is an'elector for that cons¬ 
tituency, unless it is nroved that he tg subject to any disqualiiicaiion. 



10. Withdrawal of candidature.—(1) Any candidate may withdraw his candi¬ 
dature by n notice in writiiig in Form II which shall be subscribed by him and 
delivered before .S o’cloeh in the afternoon on the day fixed under clause (cj 
of rule 12 to the returning officer cither by such candidate m person or by his 
proposer, or election agent who has been authorised in this belialf in writing 
by such candidate: 

Provided that if Itiat day i.s ohserved as u public holiday the notice of 
withdrawal of candidature shall be considered as having been delivered in 
clue time if it is delivered before 3 o’clock in the afternoon on the next succeed¬ 
ing day wffiich is not a public Holiday. 

(2) No person who has given a notice of wiilidrawal of candidature under 
sub-rule (1) shall be allowed to cancel the notice. 

(3) Tile relurii'ing officer shall, on receiving a notice of withdrawal under 
sub-rule (1), as soon us may be thereafter, cause a notice of, withdrawal to be 
affixed in some conspicuous place in his office. 

20. Publication of list of contesting candidates. —The returning officer shall, 
immediately after tlic expiry of the period within which candidature may be 
withdrawn under rule 19, prepur,? and publi.sh a list of contesting candidates in 
such manner as may be specified by the Administrator and a.ssfgn in that Ust 
a different symbol to each candidate in conformity, as far as practicable, with his 
choice, 

21. Election Agents.—A candidate at an election may appoint any one person 
other than himself to be his election agent in Form III and notice of such 
appointment shall be given to the returning officer by forwarding the Form to 
him. 

22. Revocation of the appointment, or death of an election agent —(1) Any 

revocation of the appointr.icnt of an election agent shall be in Form IV, shall 
be signed by the candidate, and shall operate from the date on which it is lodged 
with the returning officer. 

(2) In the event of such revocation or of the death of the election agent 
before the completion of the election, the candidate may appoint another elec¬ 
tion agent and notice thereof shall be given to the returning officer as in the 
case of appointment of the first agent. 

23. Functions of election agents. —An election agent may perform such 
functions in connection with the elections as are authorised by or under these 
rules to be performed by an election agent. 

24. Appointment of polling agents. — (Ij A contesting candidate or his elec¬ 
tion agent may appoint one agent and two relief agents to act as polling agents 
of such candidate at each polling station and such appointment shall be made 
by a letter in writing in duplicate in Form V signed by the candidate or his 
election agent. 

(2) The letter of appointment shall be made over to the polling agent for 
production at the polling station, 

(3) No polling agent .shall be admitted into the polling station unless he 
has delivered to the presiding officer the instrument of his appointment under 
sub-rule (2) after duly completing and signing before the presiding officer the 
declaration contained therein. 
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25. Appointment of counting agents.— (I) Any contesting candidate or his; 
election agent may, before the commencement of the counting of votes, appoint, 
subject to such general or special directions as the chief electoral officer may 
issue in this behali not more than twelve persons to be the counting agents 
of the candidate. 

(2) Every such appointment shall be made in duplicate in Form VI signed 
by the candidate or by his election agent and one copy of the appointment shall 
be forwarded to the returning officer while the other copy shall be made over 
to the counting agent for production at the counting of votes. 

(3) No counting iigont .shall be admitted into the place fixed for epunting. 
unless he has delivered to the returning officer the .second copy of the instru¬ 
ment of his appointment under sub-rufe, (2) after duly completing and sign¬ 
ing the declaration contained therein. 

26. Revocation of the appointment, or death, of a polling agent or counting 

^ont.— (1) Any revocation of the appointment of a polling agent shall be in 
Form VII, shall be signed by the candidate or his election agent and shall 
operate from the date on which it is lodged with the presiding officer of the 
polling station where such polling agent was appointed for duty, and in the 
event of such a revocation or of the death of the polling agent before the close 
of the poll, the candidate or his election agent may appoint another polling 
agent by a letter in writing in Form V at any time before the poll is closed 
and .shall forthwith give notice of such appointment to the presiding officer of 
the polling station where the new polling agent is appointed for duty, by for¬ 
warding the letter of appointment of the new polling agent to the presiding 
office!-, and the provisions of sub-rules (2) and (3) of rule 24 .shall apply in rela¬ 
tion to a polling agent appointed under this sub-rule as they apply in relation^ 
to a polling agent appointed under sub-rule (1) of rule 24, 

(2) Any revocation of the appointment of a counting agent shall be in 
form VII, shall be signed by the candidate or his election agent and shall 
operate from the date on which it is lodged with the returning officer, and In the 
event o: such a revocation or of the death of a counting agent before the com¬ 
mencement of the counting of votes, the candidate or his election agent may 
appoint another counting agent by a letter in writing in Form VI and shall 
forthwith give notice of such appointment to the returning officer by forward¬ 
ing the letter of appointment of the new counting agent to such officer and the 
provisions of sub-rule (3) of rule 25 ,shall apply in relation to a counting agent 
appointed under this sub-rulo as the.v apply in relation to a counting agent 
appointed under sub-rule (1) of rule 25. 

27. Functions of polling agents and counting agents.—(1) A polling agent 
may perform such functions in connection wdth the poll as are authorised by 
these Rules. 

(2) A counting agent may perform such functions in connection with the 
counting of votes as' are authorised by these rules. 

28. Attendance of a candidate or hl.s election agent at polling stations, and 
performance by him of the function of a polling agent or counting agent.— 

(1) At every election where a poll is taken, each candidate at such election 
and his election agent shall have the right to be present at any polling station 
provided for the taking of the poll. 

(2) A candidate or his election agent inav himself do any act or thing 
which any polling agent or the counting agent of such candidate if appointed, 
would have been authorised by these rules to do, or may assist any polling 
agent or the counting agent of such candidate in doing any such act or thing. 

29. Non-attendance of polling agents and counting agents.—Where any act 
or thim^ is required or authorised hv th'.se Rules to be done in the presence 
of polling or counting agents, the non-attendance of any such agent or agents 
at the time and place appointed for Ihe purpose shall not. if the act or thing 
is otherwise duly done, Invalidate the act or thing done. 

30 Death of candidate before poll,—If a contesting candidate dies and a 
renort of his death is received before the commencement of the poll, the rqturn- 
ine officer shall, upon being .satisfied of the fact of the death of the candidate, 
pountermand the poll and report the fact to the Administrator and all proceed¬ 
ings with reference to the election shall be commenced anew in all respects as if 
for a ne'w election' 
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Provided that no further nomination shall be necessary in the case of a person 
who was a contesting candidate at the time of the countermanding of the poll. 

Provided further that no person who ha.s given notice of withdrawal of his 
candidature or a notice of retirement before the countermanding of the poll 
shall be ineligible for being nominated as a candidate for the election after such 
countermanding. 

31. Contested and uncontested elections.—(1) If the number of contesting 
candidates is more than the number of seats to be filled, a poll shall be taken. 

(2) If the number of such candidates is equal to the number of seats to be 
filled, the returning oificcr shall fortnwith declare such candidates to be duly 
elected to fill those seats. 

(.3) If the number of such candidates is less than the number of seats to be 
filled, the returning officer shall forthwith declare such candidates to be elected 
, and the Administrator shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, call upon 
the constituency to elect a person or persons to fill the remaining .seat or 
seats: 

Provided that where the constituency having already been called upon under 
this sub-rule, has failed to effect a person or the requisite number of persons 
to fill the vacancy or vacancies, the Administrator shall not be bound to call 
again upon the constituency to elect a person or persons until he is satisfied 
that if called upon again, there will be no such failure on the part of the 
constituency. 

32. Special procedure at elections in constituencies where seats are reserved 
for Scheduled Cavtes.—-(1) If there is only one contesting candidate who is 
qualified to be chosen' to fill the reserved seat, he shall be forthwith declared 
to be elected to fill the reserved seat,' and the procedure laid down in rule 31 
shall be followed for filling the remaining seat. 

(2) If the number of contesting candidates qualified to be efiosen to fill the 

reserved seat is more than one, but the total number of contesting candidates 

is two, the returning officer shall first select by lot, to bo drawn by him in 
such manner as he may determine, the candidate to be declared elected to the 
reserved scat out of the candidates q^ualified to be chosen to fill these seats and 
thereafter declare the rema.ning candidate to be duly elected to fill the remain¬ 
ing seat. 

(3) If the number of contesting candidates qualified to be chosen to fill the 

reserved scat is more than one, and the total number of contesting candidates 

also exceeds the total number of scats to be filled, a poll shall bti taken; and 

after the poll has been taken the rcbirning officer shall first declare the person 
who, being qualified to be chosen to fill the reserved seat, has secured the 
largest number of voTt .-, to be elected to fill the reserved seat, and then de¬ 
clare that candidate from out of the remaining candidates who hag secured the 
largeist number of vote., to be duly elected to fill the remaining seat, 

(4) If none of the contesting candidates is qualified to be chosen to fill the 
reserved seat, the procedure laid down in rule 3) shall be followed for filling 
the seat other than the rc.served sea', and the Administrator shall, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, call upon the constituency to elect a person to fill the 
reserved seat: 

Provided that where a cons ituency having been already so called upon has 
failed to elect a per.son to fill the reserved seat, the Administrator shall not be 
bound to call again upon the constituency to elect a person to fill the vacancy 
until he is satisfied that if called upon again, there will he no such failure on 
the part of the constituency. 

33. Retirement from contest.—(1) A contesting candidate, may retire 
from the contest by a notice in Form VIII which shall be delivered to the 
returning officer between the hours of 11 o'clock in the forenoon and 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon of any day not later than ten days prior to the date or the 
first of the dates fixed for the poll under rule 12 either by such candidate in 
person or by an agent authorised in this behalf in writing by such candidate. 

(2) No person who has given a notice of retirement under sub-rule (1) shall 
be allowed to cancel the notice. 

(3 1 The returning officer shall, upon receiving a notice of retirement under 
suh-rulo (1), cause a copy thereof to be affixed to his notice board and also to 
be published in the Official Gazette. 
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(4) Any person who has given a notice of retirement under sub-rule (1) 
shall thereafter he deemed not to be a contesting candidate for the purposes 

oj 1 ule ^-0. “ e e . 


(5) Where by reason of any retirement from the contest under this rujc- 
the number of remaining contesting candidates becomes equal to the number 
f seats to be filled, the returning officer shall, subject to the provisions of rule 32, 
forthwith declare all .such candidates to be dulv elected to hll tho' ' .-.eats and 
countermand the poll. 

/fi) YHicre by reason of any retiremen' from the contest at an election to 
whic.i provisions of rule 32 apply, tho number of rem.aining contesting candi¬ 
dates qualified to be chosen to fill the reserved sent is one, the returning officer 
shall forthwith declare that candidate to bo dulv elocTd to fill that scat and 
countermand the poll in so far as it relates to election for filling that s“at and 
the prcx’cdure laid ,lown in rule 31 shall bp followed for filling the remaining 
seat, if any, 

34. Fixing time for poll.—The Administrator shall iix the hours riiirinc; which' 
the poll will be taken; and the hours so fixed shall be published in such“manner- 
as he may direct: 


Provided that the total period allotted on- any one day for polling at an 
election in a con.stitnency .shall not be lc-.ss than eight hour's. 


35. Adjoiiniment of ind! in emergrcncles,—(If If at an election the proceed¬ 
ings at any polling slation arc interrupted or obstructed by riot or open 
violence, or if at an election it is not possible to take the poll nt any polling 
station on account of any natural calamity or any other sufficient cause, the 
presiding olficer for such polling slation shall announce an adjournment of the 
poll to a d.ate to be notified later and shall forthwith inform the returning officer 
concerned. 

(2) Where a poll is adiourned under sub-rule (t) Ihe returning officer shall 
immediately report the circumstances to the chief doctoral officer and shall, 
as .soon as may he, wilh thm prevhous approval of the cliief elec'oral officer 
appoint the day on which the poll shall recnrnmcnco and fix the polling station 
at which, and the hours during which, the poll will he taken and .shall not 
count the votes cast at such election until such adjourned poll shall have been 
,completed. 

(3) In every such case as aforesaid, the returning officer shall notify in such 

manner as the chief electoral officer may direct the date, place and hours of 
polling fixed under sub-rule, (2), • ^ 

36. Fresh poll In the case of destruction etc. of ballot boxes.—(1) If at any 

election any ballot box used at a polling .station is unlawfully taken out of the 

cLibWji'V oi yie returning officer or of anv pre.siding officer or is in any way tam¬ 
pered with, or is accidentally or intentionally de.stroyed, lost or damaged and 
the returning officer is satisfied that in consequences thereof the result of the 
poll at that polling station cannot be a.st:ei’taincd, he shall— 

(a) declare tho polling at that polling station to be void; 

<b) report the matter forthwith to the chief electoral officer; 

,(c) with the approval of the chief electoral officer, appoint a dav, and 
fix the hours for taking a fre.sh poM at the polling station; and 

fd) notify the, day so appointed and hours so fixed in such manner as the 

chief electoral officer may direct. 

(2) The provisions of these rules shall apply to every such fresh poll as they 
apply to the original poll. 

37. Right to vote.—^(1) No person who is not, and except as expressly provided 
by these rules, every person who is, for the time being, entered in the elec¬ 
toral roll of any constituency shall be entitled to vote m that constituency. 

(2) No person shall vote at an election in any constituency if he is subject 
to any of the disqualifications for voting referred to in section 10 of the Re¬ 
presentation of the People Act, 1950 (43 of 19501. ' 
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(3) No person shall vote at a general eleetion in more than one constituency 
.and if I he does so vote, all his voles in that constituency shall be void- 

(4) No person shall vote at an eisetion if ho is confined in' a prison, or is 
in other lawful custody, 

ClIAPTEn II—PHOCEDUHE FOR Vo'I'ING 

38. Manner of voting nl elections.—At every election where ,a poll is taken 
votes shall be given by ballot and no votes sha!) be received by prox'y. 

39.. Admission to polling station.— (1) The Presiding oflicer shall regulate the 
number ol electors to be admil'-ecl at any one time inside the polling station and 
shall exclude Iherelrom all other persons except— 

(a) the polling ofIice,rs: 

(b) each candidate, his election agent, and one polling agent of each 

candidate; 

(e) persons authorised by the chief electoral oflicer; 

(dJ public .servant.s on duly; 

(e) a child in .arms accompanying nn elector; 

(f) a person accompanying a blind or infirm elector who cannot move 

without help; and 

(g) such other persons as the presiding officer may from tune to time 

admit ■for the purpose of identifying electors or otherwise assist¬ 
ing him in taking the poll. 


(3) The- presiding officer shall close Ihe polling station at the hour fixed in 
that behalf under rule 34 and .shall not admit thereto any elector after that 
hour; 


Provided that all electors present within the polling station before it is so 
closed .shall be entitled to have their volcis recorded. 

(3) If any ciuestion arises as to whether any elector shall, for the pQrpo.se 
of the proviso to sub-rule (2), be deemed to be present within tho polling station 
before it is closed, the question shall be referred for the dec.sion of the presid¬ 
ing oiricer and his decision .shall be final. 

40. Arrangements of secrecy of voting and special faeillties for women elec¬ 
tors at polling stations —(1) Each polling station shall be furnished with a com¬ 
partment (hereafter in these Rules referred to as a ‘polling compartment’; in 
which electors can, one after another, cast their votes screened from observa¬ 
tion. 

(2) Where a separate polling station has not been provided for women electors 
in a polling area the presidin,^ officer may direct that men and wmmen electors 
-shall be admitied into the polling station alternately in separate batches. 

(3) The returning officer or thei presiding officer may appoint a woman to 
.serve as an attendant at any polling station to assist women electors and also to 
assist the presiding officer generally in taking the poll in respect, of women 
electors and in particular, to help in .searching any women elector in case it 
becomes so necessary. 


(4) For the purpose of indentiflcation of a woman elector her husband or any 
other near relative may be permitted by the presiding officer at his discretion 
to accompany her inside the polling station, but such person shall not be per¬ 
mitted to accompany her in the polling compartment. 

(5) The presiding officer may permit an elector to enter the polling compart¬ 
ment with a child in arms for the purpose of voting. ' 

41. Provision of ballot boxes with symbols of candidates and other Articles 
at the polling station.— (i; The returning officer shall provide at each pollini? 
station one ballot box for each one of the candidates and all such ballot boxes 
shall be so placed in the polling compartment that when an elector inserts a 
ballot paper in any box no other person can see how he has vot^, 


(2) The symbol assigned to a candidate shall be printed on labels which shall 
be pasted both inside and outside a ballot box and such ballot box shall then vii 
deemed to have been allotted to that candidate. 
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(3) Outside and inside each pollini? station there shall be displayed promi¬ 
nently— 

(a) a notice specifying the polling area, the electors of which are entitled. 

to votei at the polling station, and 

(b) another notice giving the name of each contesting candidate in the 

same language or languages and in the same order in which the 
names of such candidates appear in the list of contesting candidates. 

(4) The returning officer shall also provide at each polling station a sirfflclent 
number of ballot papers and copies of electoral rolls in respect of the pdlling 
area or areas the electors of which are entitled to vote at such polling station, 
as well as such other equipment and acces.sories as may be required for taking; 
the poll at such polling station. 

' 42. Mark on ballot papers.— (1) The chief electoral officer may direct that 

before any ballot paper is delivered to an elector at a polling station it shall 
be marked with such distinguishing mark as may be specified by the chief electoral 
officer in this behalf. 

(2) When ai^ such direction has been issued by the chief electoral officer, 
the returning officer shall provide at the polling station concerned instruments 
for stamping the distinguishing mark on the ballot paper. 

43. Ballot boxes to be locked and sealed.— (1) Every ballot box and every 
ballot paper shall be of such design and colour as have been previously approved 
by the Administrator and the ballot box shall be so constructed that ballot papers 
can be introduced therein but cannot be withdrawn therefrom without the box 
being unlocked or the seals being broken. 

(2) The presiding officer of each polling station shall immediately, before the 
cormncncement of the poll, allow inspection of each ballot box to be used at the 
poll, the candidates and their polling agents who may be present at such 
station and demonstrate to them and alt other persons present that it is empty 
and that labels have been affixed both inside and outside the box and the 
distinguishing mark or marks have been made in the box. 

(3) The presiding officer shall thereafter affix to each ballot box a paper seal 
provided for the purpose. He shall also affix on such paper seal his own signature 
or seal and obtain thereon the signatures or seals of such candidates or of such 
polling agents of the candidates as may be present and may desire to affix such 
signatures or seals; he shall thereafter secure and seal each box in their presence 
in such manner that the slit in the box for insertion of ballot papers therein 
remains open. 

(4) The paper seal used in a ballot box shall be affixed in such manner that 
it shall not be possible to open the box again without breaking such paper seal. 

(5) After all the ballot boxes required to be used at the polling have been 
labelled, secured and sealed, they shall be placed in the polling compartment 
side by side in the same order in which the names of the candidates to whom 
such boxes have been allotted appear in the list of contesting candidaLes at the 
election and in such manner that the front vertical side of each of the boxes 
bears a symbol assigned to the candidate to whom such box has been allotted 
and face* the elector. 

(6) The candidates and their polling agents shall be entitled to sec before 
the commencement of the poll that the boxes are placed in the polling compartment 
in the order and manner specified in sub-rule (5), and that no other receptacle 
or box besides the ballot boxes allotted to the candidates are kept inside the 
polling compartment during polling. 

44. Identification of electors.—(I) The presiding officer may employ at the 
polling station such persons as he thinks fit to help in the identification of the 
electors or to assist him otherwise in taking the poll. 

(2) As the elector enters the polling station the presiding officer or the polling 
officer authorised by him in this beha.lf shall ascertain the elector’s name and 
address and such other particulars as appear on the electoral roll and after 
having checked these by reference to the roll shall cull out the serial number, 
name and description of the elector according to the entry in the roll. 

(3) Any candidate or his agent may challenge the identity of a person claiming 
to be a particular elector and when such challenge is made the procedure laid 
down in fule 52 shall be followed. 
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45. Snecial procedure for preventing personation of electors.— (1) Every elector 
about whose identity the presiding officer or the polling officer, as the case may 
be, is satisfied, shall allow— 

(a) his left fore-finger to be inspected by the presiding officer or any 

polling officer, and 

(b) an indelible ink mark to be put on his left fore-finger. 

(2) If any such elector— 

(a) refuses to allow such inspection of his left fore-finger, or 

(b) refuses to allow an indelible ink mark to be put on his left fore-finger 

or persists in doing any act with a view to remove such mark after 

It has been put, 

he shall not be entitled to be supplied with' any ballot paper or cast his vote' 
at the election. 

(3) Except as provI..led in sub-rule (4). no person who has already such a 
mark on his left fore-finger at the time he enters the polling station shall be- 
supplied with any ballot paper, and if any such person applies for a ballot paper 
he shall be liable to be arrested and prosecuted for personation. 

(4) Where elections in any Territorial Council constituency and in a: 
Parliamentary constituency arc, being held simultaneously an elector whose left 
fore-iinger has been marked Vv'ith indelible ink at a polling station as a preliminary 
to his receiving the ballot paper for one such election shall not be required to 
have his left fore-finger marked again with such ink before receiving the ballot 
paper for the other election and the presence of the mark made for the purpose 
of one of such elections shall, notwithstanding anything to the contrary con¬ 
tained in any other rule, not disentitle him from receiving the ballot paper for 
the oJher t.'oetion. 

(5) Any reference in this rule to the left fore-finger of an elector shall, where' 
the elector has no left fore-finger, be construed as a leference to any other finger 
of his left hand, and shall, wffiere the eleclor ha.': nr, finger at all on either o^ 
his hands, be construed as a reference to such extremity of his left or right arm: 
as he possesses.. 

43, Issue of ballot papers.— (11 In deciding the right of a person to obtain &■ 
ballot paper, the presiding officer or the polling officer, as the case may be, shall 
overlook merely clerical or printing errors in an entry in the electoral roll, 
provided that he is satisfied that such person is identical with the elector to. 
whom sUch entry relates. 

(2) Before delivering the ballot paper to the elector, the polling officer shall, 
where a direction has been issued in this behalf under rule 42, stamp the ballot 
paper with such distinguishing mark as may have been specified under that rule. 

(31 The polling officer shall at the time of delivery of the ballot paper place 
against the serial number of the elector in the electoral roll a mark to denote 
that the elector has received n ballot paper and shall also keep a record of the 
serial number of the ballot paper supplied to the elector in such manner as the 
chief electoral officer may direct. 

47. Manner of voting after the receipt of ballot papers.— (1) On receiving the 
ballot paper the elector shall forthwith proceed into the polling compartment 
and shall, without undue delay, put his ballot paper through the slit provided 
for the purpose into the ballot box or boxes of the candidate or candidates for 
whom he desires to vote: 

Provided that not more than one ballot paper shall be inserted by an elector 
Into any one ballot box. 

(21 Every elector shall vote without undue delay and shall quit the polling 
station as soon as he has cast his vote; and no elector shall remain in a polling 
compartment longer than is necessary for casting his vote. 

(,S) No elector shall b ■ allowed to enter a polling compartment when another 
elector is inside it. 

(4) The presiding officer may, whenever he considers it necessary to do .so, 
enter the polling compartment during poll and may take such steps as may be 
necessary to ensure that the ballot boxes therein are not tampered or interfered 
with in any way. 
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(5) If the presiding officer has reason to suspect-that an elector who has 
entered the polling compartment is tampering or otherwise interfering with any 
ballot box Or has remained inside the polling compartment unduly long, he shall 
enter the polling compartment and take such sieps as may be necessary to ensure 
the smooth and proper progress of the poll. 

(6) Whenever the presiding officer enters the polling compartment under this 
rule, he shall be accompanied fay such of the candidates or thei'r agents us desire 
to do so. 

48. nallnt papers found outside ballot boxe.s..—If any ballot paper which has 
been j.ssued to an elector has not been inserted by him into any bal'ot box taut 
is found anywhere in or near the polling station, it shall be cancelled and dealt 
^ith in a manner laid down in rule 53. 

49. Recording of votes b.r infirm electors.—If owing to blindness or other 
infirmity an elector is unable xo read the symbol of a ballet box or is physiealta 
incapable of inserting the b.allot paper into a ballot fiox, the presiding office . 
shall enter the polling compartment with such elector, ascertain from him the 
name or names of the thndidate or candidate.s In whose favour he desires to 
cast the vote and in.sert the ballot paper or paper," in the ballot box or boxes 
of such candidate or candidates in accordance with the wishes of the elector 
and the presiding oflicci shall hove this done with as much secrecy as is feasible 
and shall keep a taTief record of such instance without indicating the manner 
in which the vote has been east. 

50. Elector to bo questioned in case of doubt as to his identity;.—If the presiding 
officer has reason to doubt the identity of an elector or his rifiht to vote at an 
election, he may, in order to be satiidied about the identity of the elector, put 
such questions as he thinks fit and the elector shall not be e applied with a ballot 
paper if he refuses to answer any such questions. 

51. Tendered votes.— (1) If a person representing himself to be a particular 
elector named in the electoral roll applies for a ballot paper or papers after 
another person h,\s already voted as siu'ta elector, the applicant shall, after 
answering such questions us the presiding officer may ask, be supplied with a 
ballot paper (referred to in these Rules as a ‘tendered ballot paper’) 'n Form IX. 

(2) Every such person shall, before being supplied with a tendered ballot 
paper, sign his name against the entry relating to him in a list in Form X. 

(3) Such person shall thereafter record on the ballot paper the name or names 
of the candidate or candidates for whom he wishes to vote; but if owing to 
illiteracy or any other reason he is unable to make such record, the presiding 
officer shall do so in accordance with his wishes. 

(4) The procedure laid down in sub-rule (3) shall be followed with duo 
regard to secrecy. 

(6) Every such tendered ballot paper shall forthwith be placed in a separate 
cover which shall be sealed and all such covers containing tendered ballot papers 
shall be kept in a separate packet, but such votes shall not be counted by the 
returning officer. 

62. Challenged votes.— (1) If any candidate or his agent challenges the identity 
of a person claiming to be a particular cilector, he shall deposit a sum of two 
rupees in cash with the presiding officer for each such challenges. 

(2) On such deposit being made the presiding officer shall— 

(a) warn the person so challenged of the penalty for personation; 

(b) enter his name and address in the list of challenged votes in Form XI; 

and 

(c) require him to affix his signature in the said list. 

(31 The presiding officer shall thereafter hold a summary inquiry into the 
challenge and may for that purpose require the challenger to adduce evidence 
in proof of the challenge and the person challenged to adduce evidence in proof 
of his identity. 

(4) After such inquiry if the presiding officer is of the opinion that the 
challenge has not been established he shall allow the person challenged to vote 
and if he is further of the opinion that the challenge is frivolous or has not 
been made in good faith, he shall direct that the deposit made under sub-rule (1) 
be forfeited to Government. 
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(S') Aiter such inquiry if the presiding officer is of the opinion that the 
challenge has been established he shall not allow the person challenged to vote 
and shall return the deposit made under sub-rule ( 1 ) to the challenger alter 
the close of the poll on the day on which it was made. 

53. Return of ballot papers by an elector.—^(1) If an elector after obtaining 
any ballot paper for the purpose of casting his vote decides not to use the same, 
he shall return the ballot paper to the presiding officer, and the ballot paper so 
returned shall then be marked as "cancelled” and. kept in a separate envelope 
set apart for the purpose and a record shall be kept by the presiding officer 
of all such ballot papers. 

(2) If any ballot paper which has been issued to any elector for the purpose 
of recording his vote has not been put into the ballot box but has been left by 
the elector at the polling station it shall be dealt with in accordance with th* 
provisions of sub-rule ( 1 ) as if it had been returned to the presiding officer. 

jk 54 . Delivery of ballot boxes to the returning officer after the close of the poll.— 

^he presiding officer of each polling station shall, as soon os practicable after 
the close of the poll, in the presence of any candidates or their election or polling 
agents who may be present, close the slit for insertion of ballot papers of each 
ballot box, or, where the box does not contain any mechanical device for closing 
the slit, seal up the slit, and seal and secure all the ballot boxes used at the 
polling station; he shall also make up into separate packets; 

(a) the unused ballot papers; 

(b) the covers containing the tendered ballot papers; 

(c) the cancelled ballot papers; 

(d) the marked copy of the electoral roll; 

(e) the list of tendered votes; 

(f) the list of challenged votes; and 

(g) any other paper directed by the returning officer to be kept in a sealed 

packet, 

and'shall seal each packet with his own seal and the seals of such candidates or 
the'ir election or polling agents as may desire to affix their seals thereon. He 
shall then, as soon as may be, deliver the ballot boxe.s and all such packets and 
all other papers used at the poll or cause them to be delivered to the returning 
officer at such place as the returning officer may direct subject to any general 
or special instructions issued in that behalf by ‘the chief electoral officer. 

55. Transport of ballot boxes and packets and their custody.—The returning 
officer shall make adequate arrangements for the safe transport of all ballot 
boxes, packets and other papers re'ierred to in rule .54 and for their safe custody 
until the commencement of the counting of votes. 

Chapter III— Counting op 'VoxEa and Custody of' Election Record. 

56. Counting of votes.— (11 At every election where a poll is taken votes shall 
be counted by or under the supervision and direction of the returning officer 
and each candidate, his election agent and his counting agents shall have a right 
to be present at the time of counting. 

(2) The returning officer shall appoint a date or dates (which shall be as 
soon as practicable after the completion of the poll throughout the constituencies) 
for the counting of votes and shall -fix the place and time at which the votes 
shall be counted on the date or each of the dates so appointed. 

(3) The returning officer shall give notice of each such date, time and place 
in writing to all candidates. 

I 

57. Procedure to be followed at the counting of votes.—(1) On the date and 
at the time and place appointed under rule 56 the returning officer shall, before 
he commences to count the votes, read the provisions of rule 83 to such persons 
as may be present. He shall then with respect to ballot boxes used at the poll 
proceed as follows; — 

(i) All the ballot boxes placed for the counting of votes shall be counted 
and checked and the returning officer shall satisfy himself that all 
such ballot boxes as contain the ballot papers which are to be counted 
at such place have been received and accounted for. 
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(ii) The returning officer shall then allow the candidates and their counting 

agents present at the counting an opportunity to inspect the ballot 
boxes and their seals for satisfying themselves that they arc in order. 

(iii) The returning officer shall also satisfy himself that none of the boxes 

has in fact been tampered with. If any ballot box is found by the 
returning officer to have been tampered with or destroyed or lost 
the returning officer shall postpone the counting of votes and shall 
follow the procedure laid down in rule 3ll and shall, after the fresh 
poll under that rule has been completed, recommence the counting 
on the date and at the time and place appointed by him in this 
behalf of which notice has been previously given to the candidates 
and then- counting agents. 

(iv) If the returning officer is satisfied that all such ballot boxes as contain 

the ballot papers which are to be counted at such place have been 
received and are in order, he shall take up the counting of ballot 
papers contained in the ballot boxes. All the ballot boxes used at 
a polling station shall be opened and the counting of the ballot papers* 
found in those boxes preceeded with at the same time as far as 
practicable. 

(v) As each ballot box is opened for counting the, mark or marks made 

on the box or in any of its component parts or attachment.s and the 
label containing the symbol affixed inside the box shall be checked. 
Thereafter the ballot papers shall be taken out from the box and 
arranged in convenient bundles and counted with the aid of per.sons 
appointed to assist in the counting of votes. An account of the 
ballot papers found in each box allotted to each candidate shall be 
recorded in a suitable statement. 

(vi) The returning officer shall allow the candidates and their counting 

agents, who mav be present reasonable opportunity to in.spcct all 
ballot papers, which in the opinion of the returning officer are liable 
to be rejected but shall not allow them to handle those or any other 
ballot papers. The returning officer shall on every ballot paper which 
is rejected endorse the letter R’, If any candidate or his counting 
agent que.stions the correctness of the rejection of any ballot paper, 
the returning officer shall also record briclly on such ballot paper 
the ground tor its rejection. A brief record shall be kept of the 
serial numbers of all ballot papers rejected and of such particulars 
as will identify the ballot box in which each such ballot paper was 
found. 

(vii) After the counting of all ballot papers contained in each ballot box 

has been completed by the returning officer and an account of such 
ballot papers has been recorded in a suitable statement, the returning 
officer shall cause all such ballot papers to be kept' in a separate 
packet on which shall be indicated such particulars as will indentify 
the ballot box in which ballot papers were found, the name of the 
candidate to whom such ballot box was allotted, and the name of 
the polling station and the number of the palling booth, if any, whore 
such ballot box was used. 

(viii) After counting of ballot papers contained in all the ballot boxes has 
been completed, the returning officer shall cause all the packets 
containing the ballot papers in support of each candidate to be placed 
together m a separate container or containers and shall seal up 
such containers and shall write on each such container the name of 
the candidate in support of whom the ballot papers contained in 
such container were cast and the name of constituency and the date 
of the election to which it refers and permit the candidates or their 
agents to put their seals on each container if they so like. He shall 
also cause all ballot viapcrs found in the ballot boxes of each candidate 
but rejected by him to be kept in a separate sealed packet. 

(2) The returning officer shall as far as practicable proceed continuously with 
the counting of the votes and shall during any intervals when the counting has 
to be suspended, keep the ballot papers, packets and other documents relating 
to the election sealed with his own seal and the seals of such candidates or 
counting agents as may desire to affix their seals and shall cause adequate 
precautions to be taken for their safe custody. 
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(3) After the countinK of ballot papers contained in all the ballot boxes used 
at all the polling stations in the constituency the returning officer shall— 

(a) in the case where such votes have been counted at one place, record 

in a suitable statement the total number of votes polled by each 
candidate, and 

(b) in the case where such votes have been counted more places than 

one, prepare a consolidated statement recording in that statement 
the total number of votes polled by each candidate in the entire 
constituency. 

58. Grounds for rejection of ballot papers.— (1) A ballot paper contained in 
a ballot box shall be rejected: — 

(a) if it bears any mark or writing by which the elector can be identified, 

or 

(b) if it is a spuriou.s ballot paper, or 

(c) if it bears a serial number, or is of a de.sign dillcrent from the serial 

numbers or, as the case may be, design, of the ballot papers autho¬ 
rised for use at the particular polling station, or 

(d) if it docs not bear the mark prescribed by the chief electoral officer; 

Provided that where the chief olec'oral officer on being .satisfied that any 
such defect as is mentioned in clause (c) or clause (d) has, in 
respect of any of the ballot papers at a polling station, been caused 
by aiiy mitAuke or failure on the part of the presiding officer or 
polling officer, has directed that ihc defect should be ovcrh'oked, a 
ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground of such 
defect; ' 

(el if it has been so damaged or mutilated that its identity as a genuine 
ballot paper cannot be es abli.shed. 

(3) If the retiuning officer is satisfied that an elector has put into the same 
ballot box more than one ballot paper in contravention of these rules, he shall 
reject all but one of such ballot papers. 

59. Equality of votes.—If, after the counting of votes is completed, an 
loquality of votes is found to exist betweem any candidates, and the addition of 

, lOne vote will entiile any of those candidates to be declared elected, the returning 
officer shall forthwith decide between those candidates by lot and proceed as ii 
the candidate on whom the lot fulls had received an additional vote. 

60. Declaration of results.—When the counting' of votes has been completed 
the returning officer shall forthwith declare the result of the election; 

Provided that upon' the application of any candidate or his election or 
counting agent a total or partial recount .shall be made' before the returning 
officer makes the declaration, but the returning officer may reject any such 
application as niay appear to him to be frivolous or unreasonable recording at 
the same time the grounds for such rejection. 

61. Report of the result.—As soon as may be alter the result of an election has 
been declared the returning officer shall report 1he result to ihe chief electoral 
officer and the Administrator and the Admini.strator .shall cause to be published 
the declarations containing the names of the elected candidates in such manner 
as he thinks fit. 

62. Date of election of candidate.—For purposes of these rules the date of 
declaration of hi.s result under rule 31 or 32 or 33 or 60 shall be the date of 
election of the candidate. 

63. Return by the returning officer.—The returning officer shall prepare and 
certify a return in Form XII setting for'.h— 

(1) the names of the candidates for whom valid votes have been given, 

(2) the number of valid votes given for each candidate, 

(3) the number of votes declared invalid^ 

('4) the number of iendered votes, and 

(5) the name of the candidate elected. 

He shall also permit any candidate or his election or counting agent to take a 
copy of an extract from such return. 
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64, Custody of the return and of the ballot boxes and papers relating to 
election.— (1) The returning officer shall, after reporting the result of the eiec— 
tion under rule 61 forward the return to the chief electoral officer. 

(2) All ballot boxes used at the election shall be kept in such custody as the 
chief electoral officer may direct. 

(3) The returning officer shali keep in his own custody the packets of ballot 
papers and all other papers relating to the election. 

65. Production and inspection of election papers.—^(1) While in the custody 
of the returning officer the packets of used ballot papers, whether valid, rejected 
or tendered, the packets of unused ballot papers, and the packets of the marked 
copies of the electoral roll, shall not be opened and their contents shall not be' 
inspected by, or produced before, any person or authority except under the order 
of a competent Court. 

(2) All other papers relating to the election shall be open to public inspec¬ 
tion subject to such conditions and to the payment of such fee, if any, as the ‘ 
Administrator may direct. 

(3) Copies of the beturn.s by the returning officers forwarded under rule 64 
shall be furnished by the chief electoral officer on payment of a fee of two rupees 
for each such copy. 

66, Disposal of election pa^rs.—Subject to any direction to the contrary 
given by the chief electoral officer or by a competent Court— 

(a) the packets of unused ballot papers shall be retained for a period of 

six months and shall thereafter be placed at the disposal of the chief 
electoral officer; 

(b) the other packets referred to in rule 05 shall be retained for a period 

of one year and shall thereafter be destroyed; 

(c) all other papers relating to the election shall be retained for such 

period as the chief electoral officer ma.y direct. 

PART IV—DISPUTES REGARDING ELECTIONS 
Chapter I —Interpretation 

67. Definitions.—In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

(a) ‘candidate’ means a person who has been or claims to have been duly 

nominated as a candidate at any election and any such person shall 
be deemed to have been a candidate as from the time when, with 
the election in prospect, he began to hold himself out as a pros¬ 
pective candidate; 

(b) ‘costs' means all co.sts, charges and expenses of, or incidental to, a trial 

of an elec ion petition; 

(c) ‘electoral right’ means the right of a person to stand or not to stand 

as, or to withdraw from being, a candidate, or to vote or refrain 
from voting at an election; 

(d) ‘pleader’ means any person entitled to .appear and plead for another 

in a civil court and includes an advocate, a vakil and an attorney of 
a High Court; 

(e) ‘returned candidate’ means a candidate who has been declared elected 

by the reluming officer. 

Chapter II —Election Petitions 

68. Additional contents of petition.—(1) Where the petitioner alleges any 
corrupt practice, an election petition shall, in addition to complying with the 
provision ol section 13 of the Act, also set forth full particulafs of that corrupt 
praclice including as full a statement as possible of the names of the parties 
alleged to have committed such corrupt practice and the date and place of the 
commission of each corrupt practice. 

(2) Any schedule or annexurc to the petition shall also be signed by the 
petitioner and verified in the same manner as the petition. 

69. Petition to be dismissed.—Lf the provisions of section 13 of the Act or rule 
78 are not complied with, the Court shall dismiss the petition; 
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Provided that the petition shall not be dismissed without giving the petitioner 
an oppprtunity of being heard. 

70. Procedure before the court.— (1) As soon as the Court receives the peti¬ 
tion it shall serve on each respondent a notice in such form as it thinks fit 
directing the respondent to appear before the Court and answer the claim made 
in the petition on a day to be specified therein. 

(2) Any candidate not already a respondent shall, upon an application made 
by him to the Court within fourteen days from the date of commencement of 
the trial and subject to the provision of rule 78 be entitled to be joined as a 
respondent. 

71. Appearance before the court.~Any appearance, application or act before 
the Court may be made or done by the party in person or by a pleader duly 
appointed to on his behalf; 

Provided that it shall bo open to the Court to direct any party to appear in 
person whenever the Court consider it necessary. 

72. Powers of the court.— The Court shall have the powers which are vested 
in a civil court when trying a suit in respect of the following matters:-— 

(a) discovery and inspection; 

(b) enforcing the attendance of witnesses, and requiring the deposit of 

their expenses; 

(c) compelling the production of documents; 

(d) examining witnesses on oath; 

(e) granting adjournments; 

(f) reception of evidence taken on affidavit; and 

(g) issuing commissions fot the examination of witnesses. 

73. Documentary evidence. —Notwithstanding anything contained in any other 
law to the contrary no document shall be inadmissible in evidence at the trial 
of an election petition on the ground that it is not duly stamped or registered. 

74. Secrecy of voting not to be infringed.— No witness or other person shall 
be required to state for whom he has voted at an election. 

75. Order as to costs.—The Court may, while making an order under section 
17 of the Act, also fix thereby the total amount of costs payable and specify the 
persons to whom the costs shall be paid. 

76. Grounds on which an election may be called in question. —The election 
a returned candidate may, besides being called in question on any one or more 
of the grounds specified in section 15 of the Act, also be called in question on the 
ground: — 

(a) that any corrupt practice has been committed by a returned candidate or 
his election agent or by any other person with the consent of a returned candi¬ 
date or his election agent; or 

(b) that the result of the election, in so far as it concerns a returned candi¬ 
date, has been materially affected by any corrupt practice committed in the 
interests of the returned candidate by a person other than that candidate or his 
election agent or any other person with the consent of a returned candidate 
or his election agent: 

Provided that if in the opinion of the Court, a returned candidate has been 
guilty by an agent, other than his election agent, of any corrupt practice but 
the Court is satisfied— 

(a) that no such corrupt practice was committed at the election by the 

candidate or his election agent, and every such corrupt practice was 
committed contrary to the order.s, and without the consent, of the 
candidate or his election agent; 

(b) that all such corrupt practices were of a trivial and limited character 

or took the form of customary hospitality which did not affect the 
result of the election; 

(c) that the candidate and his election agent took all reasonable means 

for preventing the commission of corrupt practices at the election; 
and 
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Cd) that in all other respects the election was free from any corrupt 
practice on the part of the candidate or any of his agents; 

then, the Court may decide that the election of the returned candidate is not 
void. ' 

77. Oonununlcatlon of order to the administrator and transmisalon of the 
records of the case.—The Court shall, after announcing the order made by it 
under section 17 of the Act send a copy of the order and the records of the case 
to the Administrator. 

78|j Deposit of security—(1) The petitioner shall enclose with the petition a 
Government Treasury receipt showing that a deposit of two hundred hnd fifty 
rupees has been made by him in a Government Treasury in favour of the 
Secretary to the Administrator in the appropriate department as security for the 
costs of the petition. 

(2) No person shaU be entitled to be joined as a respondent unless he has 
given such security for costs as the Court may direct. 

79. Costs.—Costs, including pleader’s fee, shall be in the discretion of the 
Court and shall be pEiid out of the security deposit provided for in rule 78. 

PART V--CORRUPT PRACTICES AND ELECTORAL' OFFENCES 


Chapter I —^Corrupt practtces 

80. Corrupt practices.—^The following shall be deemed to be corrupt practices 
for the purposes of these rules— 

(1) Bribery, that Is to say, any gift, offer or promise by a candidate or his 
agent or by any other person of any gratification to any person whomsoever with 
the object, directly or indirectly, of inducing— 

(i) a person to gtand or not to stand as, or to withdraw from being, a 

candidate or to retire from contest at an election; or 

(ii) an elector to vote or refrain from voting at an election, 
or as reward to— 

(a) a person for having so stood or not stooiL or for having withdrawn 

hi* candidature, or for having retired from contest; or 

(b) an elector for having voted or refrained from Voting. 

Explanation .—For the purposes of this clause the term ‘gratification, is not 

restricted to pecuniary gratifications or gratifications estimable in money, and it 
includes all forms of entertainment and all forms of employment for reward. 

(2) Undue influence, that is to say, any direct or indirect interference or 
attempt to interfere on the part of a candidate or his agent or of any other person 
with the free- exercise of any electoral right; 


Provided that— 

(i) without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of this clause 
any such person as is referred to therein who— 

(a) threatens any candidate or any elector or any person in whom a 

candidate or any elector is interested, with mjury of any kind 
including social ostracism and excommunication or expulsion from 
any caste or community; or 

(b) induces or attempts to induce a candidate or an elector to believe 

that he, or any person in whom ho is interested, will become or 
be’ rendered an object of divine displeasure or spiritual 
censure; 

phnll be deemed to interfere with the free exercise of the electoral right 
of "such candidate or elector within the meaning of this clause; 
fii) a declaration of public policy or a promise of public action, or the 
mere exercise of a legal right without intent to Interfere with an 
electoral right, shall not be deemed to be interference within the 
meaning of this clause. 


131 The systematic appeal by a candidate or his agent or by any other person, 
to vote or refrain from voting on grounds of caste, race, commumty or religion 
or the use of or appeal to, religious symbols, or the use of or appeal to, national 
symbols, such as the national flag or the national emblem, for the furtherance 
of &e prospects of that candidate's election. 
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(4) The publication by a candidate or his agent or by any other person ol 
any statement of fact which is false, and which he either believes to be false 
or does not believe to be true, in relation to the personal character or conduct of 
any Candidate or in relation to tho candidature, or withdrawal, or retirement 
from contest, of any candidate, being a statement reasonably calculated to pre¬ 
judice the prospects of that candidate’s election. 

(5) The hiring or procuring, whether on payment or otherwise, of any 
vehicle or vessel by a candidate or his agent or by any other person, for the 
conveyance of any elector (other than the candidate himself, the members of 
his family or his agent) to or from any polling station: 

Provided that the hiring of a vehicle by an elector or by several electors at 
their joiut costs for tho purpose of conveying him or them to and from any such 
polling station shall not he deemed to be a corrupt practice under this clause 
if the vehicle or vessel so hired is vehicle or vessel not propelled by mechanical 
power: 

Provided further that the use of any public transport vehicle or vessel or any 
tramcar or railway carriage by an elector at his own cost for the purpose of 
going to or coming from any such polling station shall not be deemed to be a 
corrupt practice under this clause. 

Explanation.-^ln this clause the expression “vehicle” means any vehicle used 
or capable of being used for the purpose of road transport, whether propelled by 
mechanical power or otherwise and whether used for drawing other vehicles or 
otherwise. 

(6) The obtaining or procuring or abetting or attempting to obtain or pro¬ 
cure by a candidate or his agent or, by any other person, any assistance (other 
than the giving of vote) for the furthe^rance of the prospects of that candidate's 
election, from any person in the service of the Government and belonging to 
any of the following classes, namely— 

(a) gazetted officers; 

(b) stipendary judges and magistrates; 

(c) members of the armed forces of the Union; 

(d) members of the police forces; 

(ej excise officers; 

(f) revenue officers including village accountants, such as, patwarls, 
lekhpals, talatis, karnams and the like, but excluding other village 
officers; and 

(gl such other class of persons in the service of the Government as may 
be notified by the Administrator. 

Explanation.— (1) In this rule the expression “agent” includes as election agent, 
a polling agent and any person who is held to have acted as an agent in connec¬ 
tion with the consent of the candidate. 

(2) For purposes of clause (6), a person shall be deemed to assist in the 
furthorance of the prospects of a candidate’s election if he acts as an election 
agent or a polling agent or a counting agent of that candidate. 


Chapter II— ^Electoral offences 


81. PubUc meeUngs on the election day.—(1) No persons shall convene or 
hold or attend any public meeting within any polling area on the date or dates 
on which a poll is taken for an election In that polling area. 


(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

82. Disturbances at election meetlngs.^—(1) Any person who at a pubUc 
meeting to which this rule applies, acts, or incites others to ^t, in a disorderly 
manner for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for whicn 
the meeting was called, shall be pimishahle with fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees, 

(2) This rule applies to any public meeting of a poUtical character held to 
any constituency between the date of the issue of a notification calling upon the 
constituency to elect a member or members and the date on which such etecUOh 
is held. 
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(3) If any police officer reasonably suspects any person of conimitting an 
offence under sub-rule (1), he may, if requested so to do by the chairman of the 
meeting, require that person to declare to him immediately his name and 
address and, if that person refuses or fails so to declare his name and address, or 
if the police officer reasonably suspects him of giving a false name or address, the 
police officer may arrest him without warrant. 

83. Maintenance of secrecy of voting.— (1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other 
person who performs any duty in connection with the recording or counting of 
votes at an election shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the 
voting and shall not [except for some purpose authorised by or under any law) 
communicate to any person any information calculated to violate such secrecy. 

(2) Any person who contravene.s the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

84. Officers, etc. at elections not to act for candidates or to influence voting.— 

(1) No person who is in the service of the Government whether or not connected 
with the conduct or management of the election, shall do any act (other than 
the giving of vote) for the furtherance of the prospects of the election of a 
candidate. 

(2) No such person as aforesaid, shall endeavour- 

fa) to persuade any person to give his vote at an election, or 

(b) to dissuade any person from giving his vote at an election, or 

(c) to Influence the voting of any person at an election in any manner. 

(3) Any person who contravenes the provision of .sub-rule (1) or sub-rule 

(2) shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

85. Oanyasslng lu or near polling stations.— (1) No person shall on the date 
or dates on which a poll is taken at imy polling station, commit any of the 
following acts within the polling station or in any public or private placei within 
a distance of one hundred yard’s of the polling station, namely; — 

(a) canvassing for votes; or 

(b) soliciting the vote of any elector; or 

(c) persuading any elector not to vote for any particular candidate; or 

(d) persuading any elector not to vote at the election; or 

(e) exhibiting any notice or sign (other than an official notice) relating 

to the election. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall he punish¬ 
able with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

88. Disorderly conduct In or near polling stations.— (1) No person shall, on 
the date or dates on which a poll is taken at any polling station, 

(a) use or operate within or at the entrance of the polling station, or In 

any public or private place in the neighlwurhood thereof, any 
apparatus for implifying or reproducing the human voice, such as a 
megaphone or loudspeaker, or 

(b) shout, or otherwise act in a disorderly manner, within or at the 

entrance of the polling station or in any public or private place in 
the neighbourhood thereof, 

so as to cause annoyance to any person visiting the polling station for the poll, 
or so as to interfere with the work of the officers and other persons on duty at 
the polling station. 

(2) Any person who contravenes, or wilfully aids or abets the contravention 
of the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be punishable with flne which may extend 
to one hundred rupees. 

(3) If the presiding officer of a nolling station has reason to believe that any 
person is committing or has committed an offence punishable under this rule, 
he. may direct any police officer to arrest such person, and thereupion the police 
officer shall arrest him. 

(4) Any police officer may take such steps, and use such force, as may he 
reasonably necessary for preventing any contravention of the provisions of 
sub-rule (1), and may seize any apparatus used for such contravention. 
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87. Penalty for misconduct at the polling station.—(11 Any person who during 
the hours fixed for the poll at any polling station misconducts himself or fails 
to obey the lawful directions of the presiding officer may be removed from the 
polling station by the presiding officer or by any nolice officer on duty or by 
any person authorised in this behalf by such presiding officer. 

(2) The powers conferred by sub-rule (1) shall not be exercised so as to 
prevent any elector who is othemyiso entitled to vote at a polling station from 
having an opportunity of voting at that station. 

(3) If any person who has been so removed from a polling station re-enters 
the polling station without the permission of the presiding officer, he shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

88. Penalty for illegal hiring or procuring of conveyances at elections.—If any 

person is guilty of any such corrupt practice as is specified in clause (6)’ of rule 
80 at or in connection with an election, he shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees. 

^ 89. Breaches of official duty In connection with elections.—fl) If any person 

whom this rule applies is without reasonable cause guilty of any act of 
omission in breach of his official duty he shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees. 

(2) No suit or other legal proceedings shall Re against any such person foi 
damages in respect of any such act or omission as aforesaid. 

(31 The persons to whom this rule applies are the returning officers, assistant 
returning officers, presiding officers, polling officers and any other person 
appointed to perform any duty in connection with the receipt of nominations, or 
withdrawal of candidature, or the recording or counting of votes at an election; 
and the expression ‘official duty’ shall for the purposes of this rule be construed 
accordingly, but shall not include duties imposed otherwise than under these 
rules. 

90, Rettioval of ballot papers from polling station.— (11 Any person who at 
any election fraudulently takes or attempts to take, a ballot paper out of polling 
station, or wilfully aids or abets the doing of any such act, shall be punishable 
with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 

(2) If the presiding officer of a polling station has reason to believe that any 
person is commltfing or has committed an offence punishable under sub-rule (11. 
such officer may, before such person leaves the polling station arrest or direct a 
police officer to arrest such person and may search such person or cause him to 
be .searched by a police officer; 

Provided that when it is necessary to cause a woman to be searched, the search 
shall be m^fie by another woman with strict regard to decency. 

(.3) An^ ballot paper found upon the per-son arrested on search shall be made 
over for safe custody to a police officer by the presiding officer, or when the search 
Is made by a police officer, shall be kept by such officer in safe custody. 

91.Other offences.— (1) A person shall be guilty of an electoral offence if at any 
electfon he— 

(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomination paper; or 

(b) fraudulently defaces, destroys or renioves any list, notice or other docu¬ 

ment affixed by or under the authority of a returning officer, or 

(c) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or the dis¬ 

tinguishing mark on any ballot papers; or 

(d) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any person; or receives 

any ballot paper from any person or Is in possession of any ballot 

paper; of 

(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anything other than the ballot paper 

which he is authorised by law to put in; or 

(f) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise Interfere.s with 

any baUot box or ballot papers then in use for the purpose of the 

election; 

(g) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may be, attempts to 

do any of the foregoing acts or wilfully aids or abets the doing of any 

such acts. 

(2) Any person guilty of an electoral offence under this rule shall be punish¬ 
able with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 
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PART IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

92. Casual vacancies In the Territorial Council.—When the seat of a member 
elected to the Territorial Council becomes vacant or when his election to that 
Council is declared by the Court to be void but no order i.s made by the Court 
declaring any other candidate to have been duly elected to that seat, the Adminis¬ 
trator shall, by a notlflcation published In such manner as he thinks fit, call upon 
the constituency concerned to elect a person for the purpose of fllllng the vacancy 
so caused before such date as may be specified in the notification, and the pro¬ 
visions of these rules shall apply, as far may be, in relation to the election of a 
member to fill such vacancy. 

93. Extension of time for completion of Election.—It shall bo competent for the 
Administrator for reasons which he considers sufficient, to extend the tlmp for the 
completion of any election by making necessary amendments in the notification 
issued by him under rule 12. 

94. Staff of every local authority to be made for election work..—Every loc^ 
authority in a Union Territory shall, when so requested hy the chief electori| 
officer, make avallablei to any returning offiepr such staff as may be necessary foi 
the performance of any duties In connection with an election. 

SCHEDULS 

form I 

Nomination Paper 
(See rule 14) 

Election to the Territorial Council of . from the .constitu'^ncy. 

(To be filled by the proposer) 


I hereby nominate...as a candidate for election from 

the,. Territorial Council constituency. 


1. Full name of proposer. 

2. ’•’Electoral roll number of proix)ser. 

3. Name of candidate’s *‘father/husband. 

4. Full postal address of candidate. 

6. ‘Electoral roll number of candidate. 

Dat^. 

Signature fo proposer 


(To be filled by the candidate) 

I, the above-mentioned candidate, assent to this nomination and hereby 
declare— 

(a) that I have completed..years .of age; 

(b) that the following are the symbols I have chosen in order of 

preference— 


(i) . 

(ii) .and 

(iii) . 

Date . Signature of candidate 


‘Here Insert:— 

(i) the name of the Territorial Council constituency; 

(11) the serial number of the part of the electoral roll In which the name of 
the proposer or the candidate, as the case may be. has been entered; 
and 

(ill) the serial number of the entry In that part. 

Illustration.— 

Agartala Sadar III Territorial Council constituency; 

Part 3; 

No. 267. 

‘Strike off the inappropriate alternative. 
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(To be filled by the returning officer) 

Serial No, of nomination paper . 

This nomination was delivered to me at my office at.(hours) 

on.(date) by the *’candidate/proposer. 

Date. 

Returning Officer. 

Decision of returning officer accepting or rejecting the nomination paper. 

I have examined this nomination paper in accordance with rule 18 of the Terri¬ 
torial Councils (Ejection of Members) Rules, 1957 and decide as follows: — 

Date.. Returning Officer. 

Receipt for Nomination Paper and Notice of Security. 

(To be handed over to the person presenting the nomination paper) 

Serial No. of nomination paper. 

The nomination paper of . a candidate for election from the 

. Territorial Council constituency was delivered to me at my 

office at.(hour) on.(date) by the **candidate/proposer 

All nomination papers will be taken up for scrutiny at.(hour) on 

. (date) at ... (place). 

Date. Returning Officer. 


FORM n 

Notice of Withdrawal 
(See rule 19) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the. 

constituency. 

To 

The Returning Officer. 

. Constituency. 

I, . a candidate nominated at the 

above election do hereby Rive notice that I withdraw my candidature. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of candidate. 

This noticci was delivered to me at my office at.(hour) on. 

.(date) by.(name) thef. 

Date . Returning Officer. 


Receipt for Notice of Withdrawal 
(To be handed over to the person delivering the notice) 

The notice of withdrawal of candidature by. a candidate at the election 

to the Territorial Council of .from the .constituency was 

delivered to me by thef.my office at.(hour) on. 

.. (date). 

Returning Officer. 


••Strike off one of the alternatives as necessary. 

tHere insert one of the following alternatives as may be appropriate:— 

(1) Candidate. 

(2) Candidate’s proposer who has been authorized in writing by the candi¬ 

date to deliver it. 

(3) Candidate’s election agent who has been authorized in writing by the 

candidate to deliver It. 
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FORM III 

Appointment of Election Agent 
(See rule 21) 

Election to the Territorial Council of . from the 

constituency. 

To 


The Returning Officer, 

.constituency 

I .of .a candidate at the above election- 

do hereby appoint .of .as my election agent froii 

this day at the above election. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of candidate. 

1 accept the above appointment. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of election agent. 


FORM IV 

Revocation of Appointment of Election Agent 
(See rule 22) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the 

constituency, 

To 

The Returning Officer, 


.constituency. 

. a candidate at the above election, hereby revoke the 

appointment of ..my election agent. 


Place. 

Date . Signature of candidate. 


FORM V 

Appointment of Polling Agent 
(See rule 24) 

Election to the Territorial Council of .from the.constituency. 

j.a ‘candidate/the election agent of. who is a candidate 

at the above election do hereby appoint.of.as a polling agent 

to attend polling station No.at. 

Place. 

Date. 

Signature of *candidate/election agent. 


♦Strike off the inappropriate alternative. 
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I agree to act as such polling agent. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of polling agent. 

Declaration of polling agent to be signed before Presiding Officer. 

I hereby declare that at the above election I will not do anything forbidden by 
rule 83t of the Territorial Councils (Election of Members ( Rules, 1967, which *I 
have read/has been read over to me. 

Date. Signature of polling agent. 

Signed before me. 

Presiding Officer. 

’Strike off the inappropriate alternative. 

fRule 83 of the Territorial Councils (Election of Members) Rules, 1967. 

"83. Maintenance of secrecy of■ voting. — (1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other 
person who performs anv dutjr in connection with thei recording or counting of 
votes at an election shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the 
voting and shall not (except for some purpose authorised by or under any law) 
communicate to any person any information calculated to violate such secrecy. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be punish¬ 
able with flne which may extend to one hundred rupees.” 


FORM VI 

Appointment of Counting Agent 
{See rule 26) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the.constituency. 

To 

The Returning Officer, 

.Constituency. 

I.*a candidate/the election agent of.who is a candidate at 

the above election, do hereby appoint.(name).of.(address) 

as one of my counting agents to attend the counting of votes at. 

Signature of ’candidate/electlon agent. 

I agree to act as'such counting agent. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of Counting Agent. 

Declaration of Counting Agent 
(To be signed before the Returning Officer) 

I hereby declare that at the above election I will not do anything forbidden by 
rule 83t of the Territorial Councils (Election of Members) Rules, 1967, which *I 
have read/has been read over to me. 

Signature of Counting Agent. 

Date. 

Signed before mei. 

Date. Returning Officer. 

’Strike off the inappropriate alternative. 

tRule 83 of the Territorial Councils (Election Of Members) Rules, 1967. ■ 

“83. Maintenance of secrecy of voting. —(1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other 
person who performs any duty in connection with the recording or counting of 
votes at an election shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the 
voting and shall not (except for some purpose authorised by or under any law) 
communicate to any person any information calculated to violate such secrecy. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be 
punishable with flne which may extend to one hundred rupees”. 
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FORM VII 

Revocation of Appointment of Counting/Polling Agent 
(iSee rule 26) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the.constituency. 

To 

*The Returning OlTicer/Prcsiding Officer, 

.Constituency. 

I, .[the election agent of.] a candidate at the abovei 

election, hereby revoke the appointment of.*my/his* counting/polling 

agent. 

Place. 

Date. Signature of person revoking. 

‘Strike off onei of the aitcrnativos as necessary. 

N.B.—Omit the words [ ] as necessary. 

FORM VIII 

Notice of retirement by a contesting candidate 
(See rule 33) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the.Constituency 

To 

The Returning Offlcor, 

.Constituency. 

I hereby give notice that I retire from the contest at the above election. 

Place. 

Date. 

Signature of candidate. 

I hereby authorise my agent.son of.of. who has 

signed below in my presence to deliver this uotico to the returning officer on my 
behalf. 

Signature of agent, 

(in pre.sence of candidate). 

Signature of candidate. 

Postal address of agent. 

Date. 


Signature of agent (in presence of Returning Officer). 


Date. 
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FORM IX 

Tendered Ballot Paper 
[Sec rule 61(1)] 

Election to the Territorial Council 4f .from the.constituency. 

Serial Number of Ballot Paper. 


Polling Station. 

Name of elector. 

Serial number* of elector. ,.in part number. of the electoral roll. 

Address of elector. 

NameCs) of candidate(s) in whose favour votes are tendered. 

1 . 


E. 

Date 


FORM X 

List of Tendered Votes 
[Se« rule 51 ( 2 )] 

Election to the Territorial C mncil of.from t'l; .constituency 

Polling Station . 


Satial number Serial number of Signature 

of tendered thumb impres- 

ballot paper Name of elector Part of Elector’s ramc Address ®lon of person 

roll in that part tendering 

votes 


II 2 3 4 5 


Pate 


Signa'ure of Presiding Ofheer, 



















FORM XI 

Lut ^ CJuSeMged Votes 
(Sm rule 52'i 

Election to the Territorial CouQcil of.. from the....constitaiency 




P nning Station. 


Serial I 

Name of efetSor 

Serial number of 

Signamre or 
thumb impres- 
sicai of the 
person challeng¬ 
ed 

^ddress of the 
person challeng¬ 
ed 

Name of 
dendfier, if 
anyj 

Name of 
challenger 

i 

Order of Presid¬ 
ing Officer 

1 

1 

Signature of chal¬ 
lenger on receiving 
reffind of deposit 

bci of 
entry 

Part of roll 

Elector’s name 
in that part 

^ 1 

2 ! 

3 

■ 4 

5 1 

6 

7 

8 

1 9 

1 

10 


Date 


Signature of Presiding OfScer. 
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FORM XII 

Return of Election , 

(See rule 63) 

Election to the Territorial Council of.from the... 

Return of Election 

... Constituency. 

S. No, Name of Candidate 

Number of valid votes polled 











Total number of valid votes polled- 

•Total number of rejected votes— 

Total number of tendered votes- 

I declare that:— 


[-(name) 

of-- (address) 

has been duly elected to fill the scut reserved for the scheduled castes.] 

[and] 

[- (name) of —--- (adress) has been duly elftcte<d/elected 

to fill the remaining ^eat.] 

Place. 

Date. Returning Ofidcer. 


Omit the words marked [ ] as necessary, 

[No. F.26/2/57-SR(R).] 
R, C. DUTT, Jt. Secy 


PBlKnCD IN INDIA BY THE OENERAL MANAGER, OOVT. OF INDIA PREBI^ 
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